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TRUTHS TO IMPROVE YOUR FAITH

Do your best to improve your faith. You can do this by adding goodness,
understanding, self-control, patience, devotion to God, concern for others, and
love. If you keep growing in this way, it will show that what you know about
our Lord Jesus Christ has made your lives useful and meaningful.

(2 Peter 1:5-8)

1. We have we need to live faithfully

By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly
life. We have received all of this by coming to know him, the one who called
us to himself by means of his marvelous glory and excellence. And because of
his glory and excellence, he has given us great and precious promises. These
are the promises that enable you to share his divine nature and escape the
world’s corruption caused by human desires. (2 Peter 1:3-4)

So let’'s make choices

So let's keep focused on that goal, those of us who want everything God has
for us. If any of you have something else in mind, something less than total
commitment, God will clear your blurred vision--you'll see it yet! Now that we're
on the right track, let'’s stay on it. Stick with me, friends. Keep track of those
you see running this same course, headed for this same goal. There are many
out there taking other paths, choosing other goals, and trying to get you to go
along with them. I've warned you of them many times, sadly, I'm having to do
it again. All they want is easy street. They hate Christ'’s Cross. (Philjppians 3. 15-
18, The Message)

2. See the picture

Until the time came to fulfill his dreams, the Lord tested Joseph’s character.
(Psalm 105:19)

"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,"”
declares the Lord. "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9)

Many are the plans in the mind of a person, but it is the purpose of the Lord
that will stand. (Proverbs 19:21)
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Because that's how God

Everything that happens in this world happens at the time God chooses.
(Ecclesiastes 3:1)

Pay careful attention, then, to how you live—not as unwise people but as
wise—making the most of the time [kairos] because the days are evil.
(Ephesians 5:15-16)

3. Take time to

Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable—if there is any excellence and if
there is anything worthy of praise—awell on these things. (Philippians 4:8)

Then live for the right

His purpose in all of this was that the nations should seek after God and
perhaps feel their way toward him and find him--though he is not far from any
one of us. For in him we live and move and exist. (Acts 17:27-28a)



