“A Life Beyond the Program”

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind and with all your strength.” The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.” There is no commandment greater than these.” (Mark 12:30-31)

‘They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking
of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs
performed by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in
common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need.
Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying
the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were
being saved.” (Acts 2:42:47)

1. Programs Aren’t the Problem—Substituting Them for People Is.

“Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many
things, but few things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is
better, and it will not be taken away from her.” (Luke 10:41-42)

2. Jesus Modeled a Life of Intentional Community

“He appointed twelvel! that they might be with him and that he might send them out
to preach.” (Mark 3:14)

“A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you must
love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love
one another.” (John 13:34-35)

“Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32| have
not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” (Luke 5:29-32)

3. The Church is a Body, not a Schedule.

“Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so
it is with Christ.” (1 Cor 12:12)

4. God’s Presence Moves Where His People Gather.

“For where two or three gather in my name, there am | with them.” (Matthew 18:20)
"And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good

deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but
encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”
(Hebrews 10:24-25)
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%203%3A14%20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24303a
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